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Annual Report of the District Grand Charity Steward - 2025
Right Worshipful District Grand Master, Distinguished Brethren, and Brethren all.

It has been another tough 12 months economically, but the Brethren of the District have still been
generous with both their time and money supporting well and worthy causes.

The Mark Benevolent Fund (MBF) supports charities alongside well and worthy causes in England,
Wales and Districts overseas. You may remember that the MBF very generously awarded a grant of
£25,000 to the District back in 2024, to support those effected by the natural disasters in Valencia,
Murcia, Andalucia and the Balearic Islands.

In the past year they have also been supporting charities on the ground assisting the victims of
Hurricane Melissa in Jamica via the charity ShelterBox and through the Brethren in the District of
Romania have been supporting the APPU charity on the ground, working with refugees fleeing the
conflict in Ukraine.

With the MBF support in mind | would like to remind you that as both lodges and individually we can
donate to the Fund, which | would strongly encourage you to do. We will be happy to provide any
further information if you would like to do so.

If you would like to utilities support from the MBF, both the District Grand Charity Steward and District
Grand Almoner can support you in the strictest of confidence, so please do get in contact.

| am still aware that not every lodge has a dedicated Charity Steward, but | would encourage you all to
have one to help focus the charity support and giving within your lodges.

If your lodge is holding a charity event, don’t forget to open it up to non Mark Masons, to enable all
Brethren to experience the Magic of the Mark.

Finally, | would like to thank our District Grand Master, Barrie Mansell for allowing me to act as Charity
Steward for our District over the past 2 years and | would encourage you all to support my successor,
W.Bro. Peter Johnson with the same warmth and generosity that you have shown me.

Mark Well!

W.Bro. Rob Crawford
District Grand Charity Steward
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